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Jon DeVaney has served as the President of the Washington State Tree Fruit Association since September of 2014, when the Association was established through the merger of four existing tree fruit industry organizations. In this capacity he oversees industry education and training, data collection and reporting, and state and local government relations activities for the state’s apple, pear, and cherry producers. 
Mr. DeVaney has an extensive background in agricultural policy and politics. Prior to the formation of the WSTFA, Jon was the Executive Director of the Yakima Valley Growers-Shippers Association from November of 2009. He previously served as a long-time staff member for former Congressman Doc Hastings, as Washington State Director of USDA Rural Development during the Bush Administration (2005-2009), and as Director of Legislative and Regulatory Affairs at the Northwest Horticultural Council. 
He also serves on numerous boards and committees, including as a past Chairman of the National Council of Agricultural Employers, a member of the Agricultural and Seasonal Workforce Services Advisory Committee at the Washington Department of Employment Security, and on the Workers Compensation Advisory Committee at the Washington Department of Labor and Industries.  Jon currently serves as the Chairman of the boards of the Yakima Regional Clean Air Agency and the Office of Rural and Farmworker Housing.
Dave New was an unlikely small forest steward. For most of his adult working life he was an urban professional more interested in racing sailboats and serving as a parent volunteer for his daughter’s swim team. Now retired, he and his family tend to the 160-acre Nourse Tree Farm in Snohomish County, property that has been under his wife’s family’s care since 1942 but not certified with the American Tree Farm System until 2016.  In 2018 the New family was named Washington State Tree Farmers of the Year. In 2019 they were named National Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year.  Dave is currently Washington Tree Farm Program Past Chair, is a member of the Whatcom County Farm Forestry chapter and serves on the Whatcom County Forest Advisory Committee. 
Dr. Elaine Oneil has spent nearly 40 years in the forest sector including operational forestry and management, conducting research on climate change, timber supply modeling and analysis, forest carbon dynamics, life cycle assessment of forest operations and wood products, and integrating these elements within a policy and economic framework that works for small forest landowners.  She also serves as the Director of Science and Sustainability for CORRIM (Consortium for Research on Renewable Industrial Materials), a university research consortium that has spent 26 years conducting life cycle inventory and life cycle assessments on wood products from cradle to grave. 

